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permission to defend themselves; and the English,
French, and Dutch surrounded their factories with
massive walls flanked by bastions. A little later the
English purchased the zamindari of Chatanati, Govind-
pore, and Calicota; and acquired a position in Bengal
similar to that which they already occupied in Madras.
In 1742 Ali Vardi Khan, G-overnor of Behar, taking
advantage of the loosening of all authority after the
sack of Delhi by Nadir Shah, made himself master of
Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, and secured himself in his
position by a suitable present to the Padishah. He
had scarcely seated himself on the musnud when the
Mahrattas raided the province. Erom 1742 to 1750 there
was an annual invasion; the markets were deserted,
the lands untillecl, the peasants escaped to the jungle,
and the wealthier classes sought safety behind the
walls of the European settlements. Calcutta, where
the memory of these raids was long preserved by the
Mahratta ditch, was never attacked; and in spite of its
unhealthy situation it throve during the time of trouble.
It had a population of over two hundred thousand, the
factory with its warehouses and offices covered one
hundred acres of ground, and the native villages were
gradually widening into a city* A governor and council
reigned supreme within the Company's bounds; and an
English zamindar, with the aid of whip, prison, and
fine, administered justice to and collected *baxes from
the natives. The Company's servants made large profits
by their private trade. They engaged in ventures into
the eastern seas, and accepted commissions and presents
from the native merchants. The acquisition of wealth
was the all-absorbing object of life, and there was